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MONEY LEADS TO MISSION AND MINISTRY AND MISSION AND MINISTRY DEPENDS ON MONEY 

 

You may have heard the old story about the guy who came to church with his family. As they were driving home, he was           
complaining about everything. He said, “The music was too loud. The sermon was too long. The announcements were unclear. 
The building was hot. The people were unfriendly.” He went on and on, complaining about virtually everything. Finally, his ve ry  
observant son said, “Dad, you’ve got to admit it wasn’t a bad show for just a dollar.” 
 

Over these next months, you will have lots of information shared with you about mission, ministry, and money. It isn’t that i t is Fall 
and time for an annual push for money. It is that we need to continue to share on a year-round basis the importance of growing in 
our Stewardship understanding – not just money, but about how we care for all of the life God has given to us.  
 

And while I know that for some people all they think is that the church wants money, it is probably because when someone talks 
about sharing what has first  been given, it pokes at them. Nothing I can say or do will convince people if all they believe is that the 
only focus of the church is money. Their mind is made up and, unfortunately, they look at the church as one more membership 
spot like a social group or country club. They pay their dues.  
 

But, we do not pay dues in the church. And we do not give to a budget. We respond with a glad and generous heart because of a ll 
God has done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. It is because of that great love that we are then called to share 
the love. And to share that love requires money, because money leads to mission and ministry. 
 

Two very important times are going to happen at St. Mark’s in November. They are the Commitment Weekends, planned for     
November 12 & 13, and November 19 & 20. During worship on those weekends, the disciples of Jesus at St. Mark’s will bring   
forward their financial commitments for both the mission and ministry of St. Mark’s , – Securing Our Future. In order for both of 
those very essential and important ministries to succeed, we will require prayerful, disciplined, and sacrificial commitments on the 
part of St. Mark’s. 
 

Sacrificial giving is not a popular understanding today. We are used to instant gratification in so many ways – instant news,       
constant contact, unlimited access, meals provided with no waiting in a drive-through lane. Our personal life is dominated by     
cellphones, credit cards, and keys. All this makes instantaneous a part of our life – instantly available, scheduled for every         
opportunity, able to buy without price, and protective of our stuff. And, unfortunately, possessions begin to possess us. 
 

The cartoon of the pig and the chicken looking at a breakfast plate of bacon and eggs always comes to mind, as the pig tells the 
chicken, "For you, it's a contribution. For me, it's the supreme sacrifice." 
 

Stewardship is about more than money, but it is not only about money. Your use of money and all your other possessions is an 
important part of being a disciple of Jesus. The term “steward” means someone who takes care of another’s possessions. Steward 
describes our relationship with God the Creator. It helps us to see that God has “created me and all that exists.” [Luther’s Small 
Catechism] 
 

All that we are and all that we have come from God as blessings. As a disciple of Jesus Christ, it is our responsibility to care for 
and use these blessings wisely. This includes our time, relationships, talents, passions, energy, lifestyle, the environment, and our 
money. The money part includes the sharing of our financial resources to support God’s work – our mission and ministry – through 
the Church.  
 

Over these next months, it will be important for everyone to:  
 
Be in prayer about your financial response to the mission and ministry of St. Mark’s – both through your ongoing support of the 
General Operating Fund and the Capital Campaign; 
Talk with family about what your response means in your lives; 
Look at your lifestyle and see in what way or ways you are being responsible or not responsible as a faithful steward and what 
that means for you; 
In November, come to Commitment Weekends with a glad and joyful heart knowing that your response is pleasing to God. 
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We Are Church Together  

SHARING OUR FAITH – SECURING OUR FUTURE 
  
This Fall at St. Mark’s, we highlight our response to God’s grace by both Sharing Our Faith and Securing Our Future. That is the theme and focus of both 
our annual financial Stewardship response, as well as the direction of our Capital Campaign. 
 

September 11 is the Kick-Off Event for our Capital Campaign. Our one worship service on September 11 at 9 AM will remind us of the great heritage  
given to us by the early pioneers of faith here at St. Mark’s, as they worshipped for the first time on September 11, 1960, a t the YMCA in Aurora. Special 
music and prayers will provide a powerful foundation for the Capital Campaign as we begin this time to help us all see how our response can decrease the 
debt load and increase the mission and ministry opportunities of St. Mark’s. 
 

The Kick-Off Event was developed by the Special Events Team of the Campaign [Deb Friend – Chair]  and will take place following the Rally Day Butterfly 
Take-Off. The butterflies will lift off following the 9 AM Service as Sunday School’s first day is completed. Immediately following, all are invited to be part of 
the Capital Campaign Kick-Off. There will be games and activities for all ages – not just for children. Everyone is invited to be part of this time. Lunch 
will be provided for everyone and includes pulled chicken sandwiches and hot dogs, along with many other food items. 
 

Since a Capital Campaign is at its heart, a spiritual journey to ask God to help us all see how our response can help in the mission and ministry of St. Mark’s 
a devotional booklet is being developed that will be handed out that day at the Kick-Off Event. The Spiritual Life Team of the Campaign is highlighting, 
through Bible verses and significant events in St. Mark’s history, how God’s faithfulness has been shown over the past 56 years. Each week in worship, from 
September 11 – November 20, a special prayer petition will be included in the Prayers of the Community. 
 

The three Chairs of the Campaign – Becky Mueller, Rick Reiseck and Julie Simpson – have shared by letter an invitation to participate in the Campaign and 
certainly in the Kick-Off Event. The Hospitality Committee of the Campaign will be calling all members to invite them to attend on September 11.  
 

During the Sundays following [September 17 & 18 and September 24 & 25], the Honorary Chairs [Dick & Irma Larson and Don & Debbie Friend] will be  
sharing in worship, through a Moment for Mission, the importance of the Campaign in the life of St. Mark’s. And bulletin inse rts, being developed by the  
Communications Team of the Campaign, chaired by Greg Reiseck and Matt Greising, will provide information in many different ways during the September 
and October weekends.  
 

Children and Youth will also be engaged, through prayers and activities at their level in both Sunday School and Faith in Daily Life on Wednesday evenings. 
The Spiritual Life Team, led by Sue Hilderbrand, is also working on this program. 
 

Another important area is the Legacy Gifts Team, chaired by Beth Benson Ulrich. Legacy Gifts can be gifts that are given through an Estate Plan or gifts 
made through the sale of stocks and bonds, life insurance designations, or property sales.  
 

In order to provide all the support needed, the Administrative Team, chaired by Deb Arcilla, assists in developing the mailings, inserts, and communications 
provided to the congregation so that information can be shared in timely and transparent means.  
 

As you can see, there are many, many ways in which a Capital Campaign is given direction and leadership by so many volunteers. If any of these areas is a 
place where you can share your skills and talents, contact one of the three Chairs – Becky Mueller, Rick Reiseck or Julie Simpson. There is room for all – 
and all are invited to be part of the Kick-Off Event on September 11, following the one worship service at 9 AM.  

 
One more story:  

“Katie Fisher, 17, entered the Madison County Ohio Junior Livestock Sale hoping the lamb she had for sale 
would get a good price. For months, Katie had been battling cancer. She had endured hospital stays and been through 
chemotherapy a number of times. Before the lamb went on the block, the auctioneer told the audience about Katie’s 
condition, hoping his introduction would push the price-per-pound above the average of two dollars. It did-and then 
some. The lamb sold for $11.50 per pound. Then the buyer gave it back, and suggested the auctioneer sell it again. That 
started a chain reaction. Families bought it and gave it back; businesses bought it and gave it back. Katie’s mother said, 
"The first sale is the only one I remember. After that, I was crying too hard." They ended up selling the lamb for 
$16,000.” 

Sacrificial giving – it has powerful results. Just as the sacrifice of the Lamb of God – Jesus Christ – has given us 
in a powerful result. It is called the grace of God! 
Pastor Olson, Interim  



Newsletter Submission Information Update 

Submissions for the weekly Courier are due each Monday by noon for that weekend’s publication. 
Submissions for the October Vineyard are due by noon on Wednesday, September 14th. Submissions 
will be added in the order in which they are received. Early entry of your submissions is welcomed!  

 

Please email articles for the Vineyard and Courier to Cathy Hanson at: chanson@stmarksaurora.net or 
place handwritten articles in her mailbox. If you have any questions please email or call Cathy at: (630) 897-6891 ext. 27.  
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Donations Being Accepted for Ronald McDonald House 
The Outreach Ministry will be collecting items for the Ronald McDonald House near Central DuPage Hospital in Winfield. This is a 
newer home which offers lodging and meals to families whose children are undergoing medical issues at CDH, Delnor Hospital, or the 
new Proton Center in Warrenville. New to this house is the fact that in some cases, the pediatric patient may also be staying there.    
Children participating in the new proton therapy receive it daily, as an outpatient, and return to the Ronald McDonald House for the rest of 
the day. 
 
St. Mark’s will be collecting items to help stock the Ronald McDonald House. Their needs change periodically and the following items are 
currently needed: 
Individually wrapped snack foods New slippers (all sizes) Individual boxes mini cereal     Flashlights      New toys for infants  
Packets of sugar and substitute Gas gift cards  Forever Postage Stamps       Gifts for teens      Mini hand sanitizers 
 
Please deliver the items listed to the container by the Outreach bulletin board. The last weekend to donate is September 24- 25th as the items will be deliv-
ered on Monday, September 26th. We are grateful for your generosity and willingness to help families in need. 
 
The Outreach team has arranged a tour of the Ronald McDonald House, located at 0N150 Winfield Road in Winfield, on Monday, September 26th at 
10:30am. Directions are available at the Welcome Center. Please take the time to read the article submitted by Susan Fiedor in this edition as well. Susan 
shares the experiences she and Frank had while at the Ronald McDonald House in Chicago. Thank you, Susan and Frank, for expanding our understanding 
in a personal way! We will also have articles in the weekly Courier throughout the month of September, featuring new aspects of this important organization. 
For additional information and opportunities, visit http://rmhccni.org/volunteercdh/ . 

Adult Fellowship - September Event 
 
Adult Fellowship will be visiting the Sanfilippo Estate in Barrington, IL on September 22 for a 
three hour guided tour of their music museum, "Place de la Musique". A minimum of 40 
guests is required for this tour. They have a large pipe organ, the largest display of restored me-
chanical music machines, steam engines, and a very large restored Carousel. The cost is $25 per 
person, and we will go to lunch prior to our 1:30pm     program. Check out the website for ad-
ditional information: www.sanfilippofoundation.org. Watch for a sign-up sheet for this event at the 
Welcome Center and contact Clare Toynton with any questions.  

Gifts of Stock to St. Marks 
As you begin considering your gifts to the upcoming Capital Campaign, one option 
you may want to consider is a direct gift of stock.  You could also consider making 
a direct gift of appreciated stock or mutual funds. This can create a win-win situa-
tion for both you and St. Marks. You receive a charitable income tax deduction for 
the full fair market value of the stock or mutual fund and potentially reduce or elim-
inate capital gains on that appreciated stock.   
 

In order to take advantage of this, you would have to donate the stock directly to 
the church without selling it. The congregation would then sell the stock to turn the 
donation into cash. The congregation does have a process in place to handle such 
gifts.    
 

If you are interested in moving forward with such an option, please contact the 
Financial Secretary, Jim Erickson, at jerickson@stmarksaurora.net or 630-897-0291. 

http://rmhccni.org/volunteercdh/
mailto:jerickson@stmarksaurora.net
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The Fiedors’ Experience at Ronald McDonald House 
 
The first Ronald McDonald House (RMH) was opened in Philadelphia in 1974 and there are now 358 Ronald McDonald    
Houses in over 60 countries globally. Before RMH, parents were staying by their children and sleeping on hospital chairs and 
benches and eating food from vending machines. Their mission was to create a place where parents of sick children could 
gain respite, be with others who understood their situation, and provide emotional support.  
 
We first stayed at the Chicago house in 1978 when our daughter was diagnosed with leukemia.  We soon became volunteers and 
continued to volunteer for over 31 years, serving as weekend relief house managers, working spring and fall cleanups, creating 
the quarterly newsletters, serving on the board of directors, and arranging excursions for children. We also stayed there as guests 
many times with our daughter as she received outpatient services at Children’s Memorial. 
 
During the scores of times we managed the House, we met families from around the world …all with the same fears, hopes, and 
needs…for their child, their family. While staying at this RMH and working for this organization, we formed 
lifelong friendships. It was extremely rewarding to volunteer for such a worthy cause. 
 
It is that “home-away-from-home” for families so they can stay close by their hospitalized child at little or no 
cost, or for a family and the child being treated to stay together. Families are stronger when they are  
together, which helps in the healing process. And this place to rest and refresh feels like home. 
 
The generosity of volunteers and donors make it all possible. And the RMHC Global Policy is that families 
are never turned away; if it’s not possible to pay, the fee is waived. So know that your donation of needed 
items to this worthy cause is greatly appreciated.  For more information, go to http://www.rmhc.org. 
 

 
The courtyard looks beautiful and the southern magnolia is in bloom with its beautiful white 
fragrant flowers. Please take the time to enjoy it! Now is also a good time to order a        
memorial paver, as we'll be putting in our order soon so that the pavers can be delivered 
and installed before the cold weather returns. Paver order forms can be found at the Wel-
come Center or by contacting John Themanson. 

Commemorative Paver Program  

Lutheran World Relief Luncheon  

On September 24th the women of St. Mark’s are all invited to attend a luncheon honoring Katherine Luther, Martin  
Luther’s wife. Our own Dotty Johnson will transform into this very interesting woman and give us insights into her life. She was a 
very successful business woman besides her roles as wife, mother of many, and co-worker with her husband, Martin. She was a 
model for modern do-it-all women. 
 

Lydia’s Piecemakers are planning the German Luncheon with Katherine to celebrate the quilt making this year. Dedicated  
members of St. Mark’s have been busy all year making many quilts which will travel to all parts of the world and to Life Spring, a 
woman’s Wayside Cross Ministry in Aurora, to warm people and remind them that no matter what their circumstances, there are 
people wo care about them. Please remember: Fall Luncheon on September 24th at 11:45am in Sanctuary Hall, there is a $15 
donation. Reservations can be made by using the form found at the Welcome Center and returning it by mail or by making a  
reservation after worship services in September.   

http://www.rmhc.org
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?Can We Prevent Aging: Tips from the National Institute on Aging 
 
People are living longer. In 1970, the average life expectancy at birth in the United States was 70.8 years; in 2008, it was 78.0 years; and by 
2020, the U.S. Census Bureau projects life expectancy will reach 79.5 years. Views on aging are also changing. Disease and disability were 
once considered an inevitable part of growing older, but that is no longer true. While aging does put us at greater risk for health issues, many 
older adults can be healthy and active well into their advancing years. 
 
The National Institute on Aging (NIA), part of the Federal Government’s National Institutes of Health (NIH), investigates ways to support 
healthy aging and prevent or delay the onset of age-related disease and decline. We have already gained important insights, and what we 
learn from ongoing and future     studies may not only help to increase longevity, but may also promote what is known as “active life            
expectancy”—the time in late life free of disability. We already know, for example, that healthy eating and exercise and physical activity help 
promote healthy aging.  
 
Are there other interventions that can help? NIA-supported and other studies are taking a look at possible benefits and risks of a number of 
approaches, including antioxidants, calorie restriction, and hormone supplements. This tip sheet provides an overview of what we know about 
these interventions and the research needed to learn more. Until we have a better understanding, it is a good idea to be skeptical of claims that 
any supplements can solve your age-related problems. 
 
Antioxidants: Antioxidants protect the body from the harmful effects of by-products known as free radicals, made normally when the body 
changes oxygen and food into energy. The discovery of antioxidants raised hopes that people could slow aging simply by adding them to the 
diet. So far, studies of           antioxidant-laden foods and supplements in humans have yielded little support for this conclusion. Further       
research, including large-scale epidemiological studies, might clarify whether dietary antioxidants can help people live longer, healthier lives. 
For now, although the effectiveness of dietary antioxidant    supplementation remains controversial, there is positive evidence for the health 
benefits of fruits and vegetables. 
 
Calorie Restriction: Scientists are discovering that what you eat, how frequently, and how much may have an effect on quality and years of 
life. Of particular interest has been calorie restriction, a diet that is lower by a specific percent of calories than the normal diet but includes all 
needed nutrients. Research in some animals has shown calorie restriction of up to 40 percent fewer calories than normal to have an impres-
sive positive effect on disease, markers of aging, and, perhaps, life span. While research into different types of approaches continues, it is  
important to remember there is already plenty of research supporting the value of a healthy, balanced diet and physical activity to help delay  
or prevent age-related health problems. 
 
Hormones: Hormones are chemical messengers that set in motion different processes to keep our bodies working properly. Levels of some 
hormones change naturally over the lifespan. Some hormones increase with age, like parathyroid hormone that helps regulate the amount of 
calcium in the blood and bone. Some tend to decrease over time, such as testosterone in men and estrogen in women. Higher concentrations 
of hormones in your body are not    necessarily better. And, a decrease in hormone concentration with age is not necessarily a bad thing. The 
body maintains a delicate balance between how much hormone it produces and how much it needs to function properly. 
 
People with genuine deficiencies in specific hormones should consult their doctors about appropriate treatments. Talk with your doctor if you 
are interested in any form of hormone therapy or “anti-aging” approaches beyond a healthy diet and physical activity. Meanwhile, people who 
choose to take any hormone supplement without a doctor’s supervision should be aware that these supplements appear to have few clear-cut 
benefits for healthy individuals and no  proven influence on the aging process. 
 
The preceding are excerpts from a July, 2010 National Institute of Aging fact sheet by the same title. For more information about healthy aging 
speak to your health care professional and visit: https://www.nia.nih.gov/health/publication/can-we-prevent-aging 
 

“In old age, they still produce fruit; they are always green and full of sap.”  
Psalms 92:14 

If I can be of assistance to you or someone you know, please call me, 630- 897-6891, ext. 23. 
 

Jean Clementz, RN 

Presence Mercy Medical Center 

Faith Community Nurse at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

https://www.nia.nih.gov/health/publication/can-we-prevent-aging
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Join us for Rally Day on September 11th. We will be kicking off our program year for Sunday School and 
FDL. We'll be celebrating after Sunday School and the 9am Worship. We will also have a joint  
celebration with the capital campaign after worship. Look for more details in upcoming weeks. Also sign-
up online to register your student for Sunday School or FDL.   
 

Music Ministry  

 
The music ministry needs your musical talent to soar to new heights. If you sing 
or play any instrument, please share it with us. Contact Kristin Young and let her 
know what you have to share. It takes all of us together to sound heavenly! Please 
note the choir season will be divided into four sessions for adults. If you cannot 
commit to a whole year, maybe one session would work in your busy schedule. 
Looking forward to a great year ahead.  

Music Ministry Fall Start-Ups! 
The Music Ministry will resume rehearsals in September. Listed below are the days and times of all groups. We welcome all who 
are willing to share their talent and participate in any of our inspiring musical groups.  
 

Vocal Ensembles: 
Children’s Choir featuring K-2, rehearse on Thursdays from 5:30-6:00pm. Start Date – 9/8 
Youth Choir featuring 3-5, rehearse on Thursdays from 6:00-6:30pm. Start Date – 9/8 
Abundant Praise featuring 6-12th grade, Wednesdays from 7:30-8:00pm. Start Date – 9/14 
Funeral Choir as needed 
For more information please contact Worship and Arts Director Kristin Young, kyoung@stmarksaurora.net.  
 

Handbell Ensembles: 
Roaring Ringers featuring grades 3-5, rehearse Wednesdays from 5:00-5:30pm. Start Date – 9/7 
Joyous Praise featuring grades 6-8, rehearse Wednesdays from 5:30-6:00pm. Start Date – 9/7 
Handbell Ensembles for special occasions  
For more information please contact Handbell Director Sue Hilderbrand, sa.hilderbrand@yahoo.com 

Our Adult Bible Study begins at 10AM on the Tuesday following Labor Day. For the month of September, our focus will be on the 
Scripture Readings from the previous weekend worship, as they are dealing with the Season of Creation emphasis. The following 
are the planned Bible readings for each of the September Tuesday times: 
 

September 6 – Job 38:1-18; Psalm 104:1-9, 24-26; Ephesians 1:3-10; Luke 5:1-11 
September 13 – Job 39:1-8, 26-30; Psalm 104:14-23; I Corinthians 1:10-23; Luke 12:22-31 
September 20 – Job 28:20-27; Psalm 29; I Corinthians 1:21-31; Luke 8:22-25 
September 27 – Proverbs 8:22-31; Psalm 148; Colossians 1:15-20; John 6:41-51 
 

Come enjoy friendship, fellowship, stimulating discussion, and even a cup of coffee and sometimes goodies to share. We meet at 
10 – 11:30 AM and have time for prayer together, as we remember those near and dear for whom we have concerns. Welcome!  

Bible Study Begins September 6  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
7:00p Lions Voice Choir Rehearsal 

2 
6:30p Al-Anon 

3 
Pentecost 16 
5:00p Worship  

4 
Pentecost 16—Season of Creation 
9:00a Worship  
10:30a Worship 
 

5 
Labor Day—Office Closed 

6 
10:00a Adult Bible Study 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S & Adults 
 
 

7 
9:30a Bread Wrappers 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
5:00p Roaring Ringers 3-5 
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 6-8 
7:30p Vocal Worship Team  
Rehearsal 6-12 

8 

5:30p Children’s Choir K-2 
6:00p Youth Choir 3-5 
7:00p Lions Voice Choir Rehearsal 

9 
 

6:30p Al-Anon 
 

10 

Pentecost 17—Season of Creation 
11:00a Frank Affirmation of Marriage 
Blood Pressure Screening 
5:00p Worship 
 
 
 

11 

Pentecost 17—Season of Creation 
9:00a Worship 
9:00a Sunday School 
No 10:30a Worship 
Rally Day 
11:00a Capital Campaign Big Event 
11:45a Council Meeting 
 
 

12 

9:30a Faith Circle—Annette Wood 
7:00p Naomi Circle—Adele Buss 

13 

10:00a Adult Bible Study 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S. & Adults 

14 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
5:00p Roaring Ringers 3-5 
5:30p FDL 1-5 & H.S. 
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 6-8 
7:30p Vocal Worship Team 
Rehearsal 6-12 
 
 
 

15 

5:30p Children’s Choir K-2 
6:00p Youth Choir 3-5 
7:00p Lion’s Voice Choir Rehearsal 

16 

6:30p Al-Anon 
 

17 

Pentecost 18—Season of Creation 
5:00p Worship  
 

18 

Pentecost 18—Season of Creation 
9:00a Worship 
9:00a Sunday School 
Blood Pressure Screening 
10:30a Worship 
 
 
 
 

19 
9:00a Ruth Circle 
10:30a Spiritual Journaling  
 
 

20 

10:00a Adult Bible Study 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S. & Adults 
 
 

21 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
5:00p Roaring Ringers 3-5 
5:30p FDL 1-5 & H.S. 
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 6-8 
7:30p Vocal Worship Team 
Rehearsal 6-12 
 

22 

Adult Fellowship—The Sanfilippo 
Estate 
5:30p Children’s Choir K-2 
6:00p Youth Choir 3-5 
7:00p Lion’s Voice Choir Rehearsal 

23 

6:30p Al-Anon 
 

24 

Pentecost 19—Season of Creation 
12:00p Lydia’s Fall Luncheon 
5:00p Worship 
 

25 

Pentecost 19—Season of Creation 
9:00a Worship 
9:00a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
 
 
 

26 

9:00a Lydia’s Piecemakers & Knit 
Pickers 
 

27 

10:00a Adult Bible Study 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S. & Adults 

28 
9:30a Bread Wrappers 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
5:00p Roaring Ringers 3-5 
5:30p FDL 1-5 & H.S. 
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 6-8 
7:00p Hope Circle 
7:30p Vocal Worship Team 
Rehearsal 6-12 

29 
5:30p Children’s Choir K-2 
6:00p Youth Choir 3-5 
7:00p Lions Voice Choir Rehearsal 

30 
6:30p Al-Anon 

 

September Calendar 
St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
27 South Edgelawn Drive 
Aurora, Illinois 60506 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday / 9:00am - 4:00pm 
 

Phone: (630) 897-6891 
Fax: (630) 897-4842 
Web: www.stmarksaurora.net 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
7:00p Lions Voice Choir Rehearsal 

2 
6:30p Al-Anon 

3 
Pentecost 16 
5:00p Worship  

4 
Pentecost 16—Season of Creation 
9:00a Worship  
10:30a Worship 
 

5 
Labor Day—Office Closed 

6 
10:00a Adult Bible Study 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S & Adults 
 
 

7 
9:30a Bread Wrappers 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
5:00p Roaring Ringers 3-5 
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 6-8 
7:30p Vocal Worship Team  
Rehearsal 6-12 

8 

5:30p Children’s Choir K-2 
6:00p Youth Choir 3-5 
7:00p Lions Voice Choir Rehearsal 

9 
 

6:30p Al-Anon 
 

10 

Pentecost 17—Season of Creation 
11:00a Frank Affirmation of Marriage 
Blood Pressure Screening 
5:00p Worship 
 
 
 

11 

Pentecost 17—Season of Creation 
9:00a Worship 
9:00a Sunday School 
No 10:30a Worship 
Rally Day 
11:00a Capital Campaign Big Event 
11:45a Council Meeting 
 
 

12 

9:30a Faith Circle—Annette Wood 
7:00p Naomi Circle—Adele Buss 

13 

10:00a Adult Bible Study 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S. & Adults 

14 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
5:00p Roaring Ringers 3-5 
5:30p FDL 1-5 & H.S. 
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 6-8 
7:30p Vocal Worship Team 
Rehearsal 6-12 
 
 
 

15 

5:30p Children’s Choir K-2 
6:00p Youth Choir 3-5 
7:00p Lion’s Voice Choir Rehearsal 

16 

6:30p Al-Anon 
 

17 

Pentecost 18—Season of Creation 
5:00p Worship  
 

18 

Pentecost 18—Season of Creation 
9:00a Worship 
9:00a Sunday School 
Blood Pressure Screening 
10:30a Worship 
 
 
 
 

19 
9:00a Ruth Circle 
10:30a Spiritual Journaling  
 
 

20 

10:00a Adult Bible Study 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S. & Adults 
 
 

21 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
5:00p Roaring Ringers 3-5 
5:30p FDL 1-5 & H.S. 
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 6-8 
7:30p Vocal Worship Team 
Rehearsal 6-12 
 

22 

Adult Fellowship—The Sanfilippo 
Estate 
5:30p Children’s Choir K-2 
6:00p Youth Choir 3-5 
7:00p Lion’s Voice Choir Rehearsal 

23 

6:30p Al-Anon 
 

24 

Pentecost 19—Season of Creation 
12:00p Lydia’s Fall Luncheon 
5:00p Worship 
 

25 

Pentecost 19—Season of Creation 
9:00a Worship 
9:00a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
 
 
 

26 

9:00a Lydia’s Piecemakers & Knit 
Pickers 
 

27 

10:00a Adult Bible Study 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S. & Adults 

28 
9:30a Bread Wrappers 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
5:00p Roaring Ringers 3-5 
5:30p FDL 1-5 & H.S. 
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 6-8 
7:00p Hope Circle 
7:30p Vocal Worship Team 
Rehearsal 6-12 

29 
5:30p Children’s Choir K-2 
6:00p Youth Choir 3-5 
7:00p Lions Voice Choir Rehearsal 

30 
6:30p Al-Anon 

 

September Calendar 



We are pleased to let you know that a deposit of $932.00 was made in St. Mark’s 
account on behalf of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans’ Thrivent Choice Program. 
Thank you for supporting St. Mark’s with your Thrivent choice dollars. If you have 
any questions contact Thrivent Representative, Brent Bartell at 630-598-2103.  
 

Thank you to: Rachel Bachman, Alvin Bergh, Robert DePaul, Caryl Farnum, Beverly Fitzpatrick, Paul Hagen, Carol & Jens 
Jensen, Phyllis Jessick, Dorothy Johnson, Meghan Jones, Sheryl Murphy, Sharon Vega, and Susan & Frank Zieche. 
 

Don Friend 

Council President 

(630) 892-6616 
donaldfrnd@yahoo.com 

Preston Runyan 

Treasurer 

(630) 466-7831 
blkcr1957@yahoo.com 

Rick Jansen 

Property 

(630) 253-3800 

sigmolding@yahoo.com 

Jeanne Flynn 

Member 

(630) 896-6312 
flynn64sq@sbcglobal.net 

Julie Simpson 

Member 

(630) 212-6413 
djsimp480@hotmail.com 

Lindsay Meyer  

Member 

(630) 207-2668 
lindsay.meyer84@gmail.com 

Heather Rehg 

Member 

(630) 801-4121 

rehg@comcast.net 

  

 

July Monthly Financial Recap  

C o u n c i l  M e m b e r s  S t.  M a r k ’ s  S ta f f  

Pastor Patricia Geiseman, Pastor Ext. 15 

pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net 

Pastor Paul Olson, Interim Pastor Ext. 13 

polson@stmarksaurora.net 

Kristin Young, Director of Worship & The Arts Ext. 16 

kyoung@stmarksaurora.net 

Kari Reiseck, Director of Children’s Ministry Ext. 22 

kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net 

Sue Hilderbrand, Director of Bell Choir Ext. 24 

shilder@aglresources.com 

Cathy Hanson, Communications Coordinator Ext. 27 

chanson@stmarksauora.net 

Deb Arcilla, Office Manager Ext. 10 

darcilla@stmarksaurora.net 

John Themanson, Finance Administrator Ext. 19 

jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net 

Gregg Kobliska, Facility Manager Ext. 12 

emalert@stmarksaurora.net 

Jean Clementz, Faith Community Nurse 

 

Ext. 23 

jean.clementz@presencehealth.org 

Jim Erickson, Financial Secretary 

 

(630) 897-0291 

jerickson@stmarksaurora.net 

Colette Patterson, Interim Director of Child Development Center (630) 897-6063 

stmarksdir@att.net  

Terese Ruppel, Nursery Coordinator (630) 466-1036 

ter60554@gmail.com  

 

Thrivent Choice  Donations  
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Monthly Budget Goal       $72,448.58 
Monthly Offering Information 
 Envelopes—General Fund   $58,762.75 
 Envelopes—Mortgage/Building  $  7,895.45 
 Other (Loose, Misc., Sunday School, etc.) $  9,416.09 
Total General Fund Income       $76,074.29 
Monthly Surplus/Shortfall       $  3,625.71 
 
Summary Information as of 7/31/16 
Annual Budget        $869,383.00 
Percent of Year Completed        58.33% 
Offerings/Commitments received, Year to Date     $493,213.29 
Actual Expenses, Year to Date       $495,702.59 
Actual Expense Shortfall/Surplus, Year to Date     $   -2,489.30 
Budget Shortfall/Surplus, Year to Date      $ -13,926.79 
 
Mortgage Balance as of 7/31/16 
Balance Due on Church (not including CDC)     $2,445,792.46 



September 3 & 4 Saturday, 5:00pm Sunday, 9:00am Sunday, 10:30am 

Acolytes TBA TBA TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Don F. Don F. 

A/V Desk Kasey Minard Scott Matt Greising 

Altar Care Don Bryant Team A Team A 

Bread Baker Matt Greising Matt Greising Matt Greising 

Hospitality Team Deiter, Bryant, Hicks Team A Team A 

Reader Bob Johnson Team A Team A 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team A Team A 

September 10 & 11    

Acolytes TBA TBA No 10:30am service 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Anna T. No 10:30am service 

A/V Desk Kathy Walz Fred No 10:30am service 

Altar Care Erik Egeland Team B No 10:30am service 

Bread Baker Pam Krasinski Pam Krasinski No 10:30am service 

Hospitality Team Kasey Minard, Shell & Lynida Tomlin Team B No 10:30am service 

Reader Erik Egeland Team B No 10:30am service 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team B No 10:30am service 

September 17 & 18    

Acolytes TBA TBA TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Greg J. Greg J. 

A/V Desk Nancy Clark Dan Melvin 

Altar Care Sheila Johnson Team C Team C 

Bread Baker Susan Manning Susan Manning Susan Manning 

Hospitality Team Jenson, Jaras, Jim & Clare Toynton Team C Team C 

Reader Clare Toynton Team C Team C 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team C Team C 

September 24 & 25   

Acolytes TBA TBA TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants Bob Johnson Greg J. Greg J. 

A/V Desk Sheila Johnson Matt Greising Mark 

Altar Care Don Bryant Team D Team D 

Bread Baker Jens Jensen Jens Jensen Jens Jensen 

Hospitality Team Terry/Pam O’Connell, Dave/Nancy Clark Team D Team D 

Reader Kathy Walz Team D Team D 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team D Team D 

Servers For Worship  
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SEASON OF CREATION WORSHIP EMPHASIS BEGINS LABOR DAY WEEKEND 
During the month of September, our worship emphasis will be focused on the Season of Creation. This has been an enriching time in years 
past as we see God’s creative handiwork through hearing, reading, and visualizing the Creator’s miracles. During the four weekends of    
September, we study and worship with the sacred text of creation as we explore divine wisdom in oceans, fauna and flora, storms, and the 
cosmos.  
 

The weekend of September 3 & 4, the focus of the Season of Creation is on Ocean. The readings from Job 38:1-18; Psalm 104:1-9, 24-26; 
Ephesians 1:3-10, and Luke 5:1-11 remind us that creation is bigger than we can imagine and so is its ability to sustain all that lives in it.  
 

On September 10 & 11, we will look at Fauna and Flora. The texts from Psalm 104:14-23; Job 39:1-8, 26-30; I Corinthians 1:10-23, and 
Luke 12:22-31 all celebrate God’s providential care of creation and proclaim God’s overarching wisdom. The animals of Job 39 feed the 
young who then leave; the plants of Psalm 104 grow and shelter animals, and the ravens of Luke 12 sow but never reap. This is also the 
weekend that we celebrate Rally Day, the Kick-Off for our Capital Campaign, and an Anniversary of the first worship service of St. Mark’s on 
September 11, 1960. Focusing on God’s continual care and keeping and encouraging our continuing care of all that God has provided in this 
special weekend will bring a wonderful celebration. A reminder that on Sunday, September 11, there is only one worship at 9 AM.  
 

The weekend of September 17 & 18 brings the focus of the Season of Creation of Storm. Storms can be unrelenting, whether they are     
natural, political, or personal in our lives. In Psalm 29, we have the imagery of destruction, but the language is of praise. In Job 28:20-27, we 
see the severity of storms and our incapacity of mind, spirit, or resources to build infrastructures to protect those affected. In I Corinthians 
1:21-31, the life cycle present in nature provides a powerful background out of which to read this passage. And Luke 8:22-35, lifts up the  
power of Jesus Christ to bring calm to the storms experienced in life.  
 

The Cosmos completes the Season of Creation cycle on September 24 & 25. Proverbs 8:22-31suggests that wisdom and foolishness are 
opposites and reveals a need to educate the next generation in how to be a good citizen, mature adult, and faithful companion. Psalm 148 
invites all of creation – sun, moon, earth – to praise God. Colossians 1:15-20 gives many titles to Christ: the image of the invisible God, the 
first-born of all creation, the head of the body – the church, the beginning, the first-born of the dead, the fullness of God, and that in Jesus 
Christ all things are reconciled. The Gospel Reading from John 6:41-51 reminds us that Jesus is the Bread of Life.  
 

Make sure you join with your faith community as we gather together to tell and to hear the story of God's love for us. We experience that love, 
given to us in the form of bread and wine, which joins us to God and to each other, and to all Christians in every time and every place. We 
rejoice in God's graciousness and give thanks for these gifts. And we also give money for ministries here, and around the globe, that bring 
people freedom from poverty, illness, and bondage. We donate food for the hungry. We share our time and talents on projects that      
demonstrate God's care for this world. We praise God and we serve our neighbor. We thank God by loving our neighbor 

 

A reminder that on September 11 – Rally Day, Capital Campaign Kick-Off and an Anniversary of the first worship service for St. 

Mark’s—we worship on Sunday, September 11 only at 9 AM.  

Second Wednesday Worship Happening at St. Mark’s 

Second Wednesday Worship will be starting at St. Mark’s on September 14th. This 25-minute       
worship is designed for our Wednesday night Youth programming (1st thru 12th grade) the second 
Wednesday of every month. This year during our nine months of Christian education, Second 
Wednesday Worship will be exploring the nine fruits of the Spirit, as described in the book of        
Galatians 5:22-23. They are love, joy, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control. Please feel free to join us on September 14th at 7:30pm as we explore through scripture, 
song, and discussion, (skit or dialogue) and the help of our talented High School youth, the amazing 
aspects of Agape, Christ-like Love.   

Handbells and ChoirChimes and Kidz Bells, Oh My!   
We play them all. Don’t be afraid! Come join your friends and have fun ringing.   You will learn quickly with an easy to learn   ring-
ing method. Then we will move on to different ringing and stop sounds. Come check it out! 

Rehearsals begin Wednesday September 7, 2016 

Roaring Ringers (grades 3-5) 5:00 – 5:30 pm 

Joyous Praise Bells (grades 6-8) 5:30 – 6:00 pm 

 
If you have questions, please feel free to contact Sue Hilderbrand 630-897-6891 xt. 24 or e-mail shilderbrand@stmarksaurora.net 
or sa.hilderbrand@yahoo.com. 

mailto:shilderbrand@stmarksaurora.net
mailto:sa.hilderbrand@yahoo.com


Volume 16,  Issue 9                                                      Page 13  

Children’s Choirs – new choir, time, and day! 
We will be starting a choir for our younger children (K-2) who want to have a blast making music, sing about 
their faith, and learn basic musical skills. This choir will meet every Thursday from 5:30-6:00pm. We will start 
on September 8th. One great way to look at it is a free music lesson for our St. Mark’s kids. Sign –up at the 
Music Studio window in the Narthex. For more information, please contact Kristin Young. 
 
Our amazingly talented Youth Choir grades 3-5 will be rehearsing on Thursdays from 6:00-6:30.  
This is a change from Wednesday. Start date is September 8th.  Again, it is a chance at free music lessons 
and building a strong foundation for future musical involvement in junior high and high school. Sign up at the 
Studio window in the Narthex. For more Information please contact Kristin Young. 

Council Highlights from August 16 

The Feasibility Study Report was presented to the council.  Campaign Chairs Rick Reiseck and Becky Mueller were our guests.  
 
After 5 weeks of interviews with 75 persons and much research, Pastor Paul Olson compiled the results.  The report is thorough 
and will be extremely helpful as we proceed.  The identified goal of $800,000 was based on our yearly budget and the results of 
the previous campaigns. 
 
From those interviews it can be assumed that there is a 94% possibility of raising $800,000 in three years. 
 
The council voted in favor of this goal for the Capital Campaign. 
 
The funds received through the campaign will enhance ministry as we: 
 Reduce our debt  
 Support new congregational ministries 
 Engage and partner with the community’s needs 
 
We will partner with the Vision Team in discerning the best way to reach out with the 10% of funds gathered through the       
Campaign. Becky Mueller presented the planned events for September 11. There will be one worship service, at 9:00AM, with 
Rally Day activities, followed by food and games for people of all ages.   
 
Members who would like a copy of the Report may sign up at the Welcome Center.  The council applauded Pastor Olson’s most 
needed and directive efforts. 
 
Other items included: 
Jean Clementz has a draft of an Emergency Action Plan for St. Mark’s.  This plan is also detailed and will be time consuming.  
It will be addressed in steps.   
 
Ministry Site Profile Team 
Jean Clementz, Dave Jones, Heather Rehg, Kari Reiseck, and Charlie Brummet met with Pastor Olson on August 14.The Profile 
is the first step in the call process.  Once this is completed, it will be to be presented to the council for ratification. A                 
Congregational meeting will then need to take place in order to elect a call committee.  The MSP team has a December 1 goal for 
completion. 
 
Property Issues include: 
 Approval for a sensor for the sanctuary air handler  - $1,400 
 Insulation for Fox Trail home (Parish House)  LSSI rent money is used here. 
 New refrigerator for the Sanctuary Hall is here – Kitchen Fund monies were used. 
 We will need to fill the gap left by, part time facility manager, Ed Malert’s, move.  
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Lutheran World Relief Luncheon 

On September 24th the women of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church are ALL invited to attend a luncheon featuring German foods to 
honor Katherine Luther, Martin Luther’s wife. Our own Dotty Johnson will transform into this very interesting woman and give us 
insights into her life. She was a very successful business woman besides her roles as wife, mother of many, and co-worker with 

her husband, Martin. She was a model for modern do it all women. Lydia’s Piecemakers are planning the German luncheon with  

Katherine to celebrate the quilt making this year. Dedicated members of St. Mark’s have been busy all year making many warm 
quilts which will travel to all parts of the world and Life Spring (a woman’s Wayside Cross Ministry in Aurora) to warm people and 

remind them that no matter what their circumstances, there are people who care about them. 

Please Remember: 

FALL LUNCHEON 

SEPTEMBER 24TH 11:45 

SANCTUARY HALL 

$15.00 Donation 

Reservations may be made at church services in September. 

Let’s Communicate: Did You Receive Your St. Mark’s Email? 
The Vision Process indicated a strong desire for more communication related to congregational       
activities,  opportunities, needs, and decisions. One way we do this is weekly email bullets about  
upcoming events. You can help make this happen by sharing your email address with us if you 
have not  already done so. 
 
 

Even if you receive a paper Vineyard, if you give us your email, we will work to keep you in the loop!  
You may use the sign in sheet in the Welcome Notebooks that are located in the pews. Thanks 
much for your part in staying connected!  

Ministry Site Profile  

The work of completing our Ministry site Profile (MSP) has begun. Our team—Pastor Pat, Dave Jones, Charlie Brummet, 
Heather Rehg, Kari Reiseck, and Jean Clementz—met on August 14th. While Pastor Pat was on vacation, Pastor Olson          
graciously stepped in to provide us with pastoral leadership and wisdom.  
 
The MSP is the first and very important step in the call process. It is a lengthy document in which a congregation describes the 
life and work of their ministry. The MSP will eventually be used by the Call Committee [yet to be determined] and the Metropoli-
tan Chicago Synod office as we search for a pastoral candidate as a second full-time pastor at St. Mark’s.  
 
We hope to complete our MSP by December 1st. Please keep our team and their work in your prayers. 

Keep Main Doors Closed to Avoid Bats 
 

After a bat visited the staff meeting on August 23, it has come to people’s attention that for deliveries, etc., 
the main church doors has been propped, or otherwise kept, open for quite a long time. Due to these doors 

being left open for a long time, bats and other flying creatures will make their way into the church. 
 

To avoid this from happening, please open the doors only as needed, or if they need to stay open, please 
only leave one door open and not both. This will avoid anyone being surprised by a bat or a bird while walk-

ing through the building.  
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Annual Fall Foods Resource Harvest Festival 

 
The Annual Fall Foods Resource Harvest Festival will take place on a farm Saturday, October 15th. The farm’s address will 
be known and shared at a later date. We have been celebrating with the farmers in the Somonauk Growing Project over a decade. 
Besides the Harvest Worship Service in the morning, the festival features a barbecue lunch prepared by the farmers, combine 
rides so we can actually participate in the harvest, and many farm activities, as well as the famous pie auction. Farmers know the 
answers to hunger problems are not easily solved. Food production is an involved operation and changes take time.  
 
In FRB’s first 15 years, their efforts have reached one million people as they learned 
new and better ways to grow their own food, increase their incomes, improve their 
homes, farms, and communities, and sent their children to school. This is significant. 
As the global population reaches nine billion by 2050 world wide, small-scale farmers 
will play a more significant role in producing the food people depend on. They will 
need support and training in adopting appropriate farming techniques, and improved 
access to water, crop inputs, infrastructure, and markets. Presently there are 51 FRB 
programs in 31 countries with 353,000 people working on food security around the 
world. 
 
This is what FRB is all about! FRB has helped a million people to  become food 
secure in 15 years. The goal of FRB is to now reach another million in seven 
years. Please mark you calendars, come celebrate, and enjoy October 15th in 
the country with the farmers. They are celebrating indeed! 

Check Us Out Online! 

 Head to www.stmarksaurora.net to find online versions of both the Courier and Vineyard. 

 Find us at: @stmarksaurora on both Facebook and Twitter. 

 Give us your email to get the latest updates about our events and programming! 

Thank You VBS Volunteers 

VBS was a complete success!  We had over 60 kids and over 50 volunteers and it went off without a hitch.  The kids learned to 
“Remember that the Lord is Great and Awesome” Nehemiah 4:14b.  We couldn’t have done it without so much help from the congregation 
and our volunteers.   
 

Thank you so much for all of the donations of craft and science supplies, cups, plates and more.  Thank you to our station leaders for 
teaching our children all week and having so much patience and fun.  Thank you to all of our behind the scenes volunteers like decora-
tions, photography, audio/visual and the nursery – we couldn’t do it without them either.  Special thanks to all of our Junior high and High 
school Lifeguards for keeping our kids safe and sound, listening to all of the kids’ “stories”, and giving up a week of their summer to spread 
God’s amazing love. 

Volunteers needed this fall 

We need your HELP!  Several of our long-time Sunday School and FDL teachers have “retired” this year and we are in need of more 
help!  We have openings for volunteers to teach Sunday morning at 9am as well as Wednesday nights from 5:30-7:30 (only 45 minutes of 
teaching and includes dinner!) across all grade levels.  We use Sparkhouse curriculum from Augsburg and all lesson plans are completely 
written out for you to implement.   It’s so rewarding to interact with our children and watch them grow in their faith. 
 

Please contact Kari Reiseck for more details.  There will be a teacher training and informational night for all volunteers on Wednesday, 
Sept 7th at 6:30pm.   

https://www.facebook.com/stmarksaurora/?fref=ts#
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Pastoral  Acts  

Planning a Baptism? 
Visit the Welcome Center for a 

Planning for a Baptism at St. Mark’s brochure. 

HOSPITAL STAYS 
Under the federal Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA),  
hospitals are greatly restricted in their ability to disclose patient information.  
Consequently, the pastor or church office may not be notified that a parishioner  
has been admitted to the hospital. In the event you are hospitalized or ill and you  
would like the pastor to know, we please ask that you or a family member inform  
the church office directly. We care about you!  (630) 897-6891 

Baptisms 
 

Stella Aaron King ~ 7/10/16 
Walter James King ~ 7/10/16 

 
 

Weddings 

John F. Shurtleff & Brenda Neid ~ 6/25/16 

 

Funerals & Memorials 

Paula Lee ~ 8/22/16 

Thomas Fick ~ 7/30/16 

Planning a Wedding? 
Visit the Welcome Center for a 

Planning for a Wedding at St. Mark’s brochure. 

Proclaiming Christ's Abundant Love 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church  
27 South Edgelawn Drive 
Aurora, Illinois 60506 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday / 9:00am - 4:00pm 
 

Phone: (630) 897-6891 
Fax: (630) 897-4842 
Web: www.stmarksaurora.net 
 

 
Address Service Requested 


